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McCauley, Market Grean
Shopping Centre, Midleton.
“Independent retalling Is
one of the mast dynamic
sectors of the economy,”
said Adrian Taheny,
merketing director of FBD
Insuranca, when
announcing datails of the
24 finalists selected.
He added: 'pna uﬂha.kuy
ingredients in their success
has been the eacdplnnany
high levels of customer
service that
retallers give to thelr
. customers. The
independent retailer sector
is an incubator for small
and madium service
businesses. Many of these
sntarprises have matured
into successful high growth
businesses with new ratail
brands at both national and
international level.
“Several of these highly

successful and substantial

busin are represented
in this year's shortlist.”
Crest, a not-for-profit
organisation, was sat up in
1995 to support the Irish-
independent retail sector.
The company is owned by
its 4,000 member stores.

of the Business cenﬂnw &mm ‘aﬁﬂjemﬁu
nm"%nmc ﬁ.mmbw:ﬁﬂnnmn.nmwnm lanager IBM, Sean

selnelr Technical Solmlnm Manager, IBM

unced a
mu.lﬂ m.‘llllon euro tnvesnnent
1‘.3n akr{ew business centre in

ork.

* The facility at Blackpool Business
‘Park will greatly increase the range of
Business Continuity and Resilience
sandoss (BCRS), services avallubls to
organisations in Munster.

state-of-the-art  facility wﬂ.l
provide customers with expert sup-
port, ensuring business continuity
and resilience in any area of business

disruption ranging from minor infer-

ruptions, like moving offices, to major

interruptions such 8s a company

crisis or environmental disasters.
Business continuity is vital to busi-

By VINCENT KELLY

Busingss Editor

ness success, according to Anne Fitzsi-

mons, IBM Global Services — Integ:

rated Technology Services Country

Manger for [BM Ireland.

In today's i.mar-oanmﬂed

nearly every. t of a company's ap-

erauuwalbla to disruption.
impacts of a failure to

plan appropriately for a disruption

wWere severe, no matter what the cause,

 Anne added.

This announcement is a follow-on to
an’ announcement made earlier this
year of strategic importance to the
Munster region.
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In March 2007, following IBM's ac- ﬁ{ o Lol
quisition of Vallent Corporation, the w lex 018
company announced an Industrial De- A5 ;ﬁ
velopment Agency (IDA) Ireland sup- _mmmm_\ o 013 013
ported investment in its software de- | PetronettResourcos -lax 047 -0, 048,
velopment operations in Cork and J‘;ﬂma‘m[‘i‘“ B 1
Galway over the next three years, ualcoram Shires EXTRY 100
IBM has been in this country since i 188 )
1956, Today it employees over 3,000 %W L 3
peaple, IBM is one of the longest estab. | -l 045
lished and largest IT multinationals in | e ion ety . un
the country, e 017 018
Besides a growing sales and services | Total Produce - e 070 070
 1BM has extensive manufac. | flonth e b}
turing facilities, a software group and Unitod Drug 440 Er
software development Ibs, a large tele-
sales and marketing centre, an inter-
national banking solutions unit and a

corporate treasury centre,

JOHN Sylvester of City Clothing,

Employing ten people at the manu-

John gives Chinese run for their money

which specialises in the manufac-
ture of school uniforms along with

- sportswear, work wear and leis-
ure-wear, is not daunted by Chinese
imports of such apparel.

John took over City Clothing, a
clothing manufacturing firm at Kil-
barry Industrial Estate on Dublin
Hill in Cark, in 2006, building upon
its sound client base.

“Sports and social clubs, retail
outlets and advertising and promo-
tion agencies need short runs of
branded work wear which is dur.
able, sometimes offsize and fashion-

abls. City Clothing fills fhat niche,”
said Mr aylvester

Clients include Laura's School
Shop in Douglas, Buckleys of Shan-
don Street in Cork, Hyde's of Mid-
leton, Seoil Mhuire in Cork, Dolphin
Rugby Club and Scoil Barra Nation-
al School in Ballincollig, -

City Clothing also supplies crested
accessories such as gear bags and
‘baseball hats,

" “Our typical order from the smal-
ler organisations would between 200

and 300 items, but we have the cap-
ability to fulfil large orders, and at
short notice.

“Indeed, we have sub-contracted
for larger manufacturers on ocea-
sions when they require a quick
turnaround to meet seasonal needs.
Our experienced machinists and be-
spoke design capability are big
fagtors in meeting the needs of the
customer,” M Sylvester s saui

facturing facility, John Sylvester is
keen to acknowledge the assistance
he received during his takeover of

the company.

“The Cork City Enterprise Board
facilitated me in finding a suitable
premises, with the help of the IDA,
and subsequently grant aided an em-
broidery/cresting machine.”

For further information contact
City Clothing, on (021) 4204747 or
email: citvelothing@eircom net,

For information on supports to
small business in Cork City, please
contact Cork City Enterprise Board
n (021) 4961828 or email itaGicork-

John Sylvester of City Clothing, a
company ~ which manufactures
school uniforms and work wear.




