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Media Release






         15th September 2006
CORK CITY ENTERPRISE BOARD URGES SMALL BUSINESS TO AVAIL OF GOVERNMENT-BACKED SUPPORT PROGRAMMES.

The Cork City Enterprise Board has today (15th September 2006) launched its autumn programme of initiatives to assist entrepreneurs and those wishing to set up in business in Cork City.   Speaking at the Board’s offices at Union Quay, Cork, Dave Cody, CEO stated:  “Now, more than ever, we are experiencing a surge in the numbers of people wishing to set up in business, and, on a daily basis, we are helping existing small companies in the city area to maximise their potential through various support programmes.  However, we feel that these government-subsidised supports can be made available to a much wider audience who were heretofore unaware of their existence.”

“Many people are not aware of the capital grants available to grow their businesses, and are also unaware of employment grants for additional employees. Feasibility study supports are available for new projects and business mentors can be assigned to qualifying small companies and would-be entrepreneurs to help them get started and grow their businesses.  Furthermore, we are about to launch a series of highly-subsidised business training courses and seminars to assist small business in developing business skills and knowledge” said Mr. Cody.  

One of 35 City and County Enterprise Boards located throughout Ireland, The Cork City Enterprise Board’s remit lies within the Cork city area and to date in 2006 the Board has provided grant assistance for 16 small businesses in Cork, resulting in the creation of 21 new jobs. Of these businesses 9 were start-up operations and 7 were expansions. In addition, in the last 12 months, Management Development training and mentoring services were provided to more than 120 local businesses, the vast majority of these companies being small businesses employing less than 10 people.  

Categories of business assisted in 2006 included a graduate with a unique software programme, a plastic tool making company, a business/student exchange service, an artisan food manufacturer and several other categories.  

Cork City Enterprise Board will shortly commence its government-subsidised courses which are highly relevant to small business.  “From Start Your Own Business, to Web Marketing, to Sales Skills, it’s all there for the budding entrepreneur or those who wish to hone their skills for today’s marketplace.  Subsidised by almost 75%, participants in the past have found the courses to be both relevant and crucial in equipping them with the skills to grow their businesses” said Adrienne Rodgers, Assistant CEO at Cork City Enterprise Board.  “People should refer to our website for full information on all the supports available – www.corkceb.ie or email info@corkceb.ie.” she said.

The Exchequer and the European Regional Development Fund under the National Development Plan, 2000 – 2006, provide most of the funding for the CEBs (City & County Enterprise Boards.
The Irish Government is spending 3.8billion euro on its strategy for science, technology and innovation to encourage entrepreneurs in the private sector and to expand Ireland’s research base in third level institutions, according to Mr. Cody, and the Enterprise Boards are one of the vehicles for this drive for innovation and entrepreneurship in the small business sector.
For further information or to arrange an interview please call:


Mary Hopkins

Hopkins Communications Cork

021 4272200; 087 2540804

mary@hopkinscommunications.ie
Notes for Editors

* Cork City Enterprise Board is one of 35 County and City Enterprise Boards (CEBs) that were established in 1993 to provide a source of support for small businesses with 10 employees or fewer.  The function of the Boards is to develop indigenous enterprise potential and to stimulate economic activity at local level.  The Boards provide a single point of contact at local level for new and established small businesses.  Subject to certain eligibility criteria, enterprises may qualify for support from the CEBs in the form of feasibility, employment and capital grants.  In addition, the CEBs deliver a comprehensive range of development and support programmes designed to help, new and existing enterprises to operate effectively and efficiently so as to last and grow.

* Most of the funding for the CEBs is provided by the Exchequer under the National Development Plan, 2000 – 2006 and the European Union.  

* Each Enterprise Board operates as a stand-alone limited company whose operations are performed on the basis of an operating agreement between it and the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment. 

* The Chairman of the Cork City Enterprise Board is Nora Cronin of Cronin’s Coaches, Cork, and Board members are drawn from the Cork area. Prior to Board approval grant applications are assessed by an Evaluation Committee which includes representatives from 2 major financial institutions, a credit union , The Marketing Institute, Enterprise Ireland,  Local Authority, Cork Chamber of Commerce and an Accountant.

* Recent entrepreneurial initiatives supported by the Cork City Enterprise Board included:

Refundable Capital Grant for a bakery enterprise to facilitate growth

Feasibility study and subsequent equity investment for an electronics engineering graduate project to facilitate an inter-nationally traded project.

Business Mentor for an in-coming work placement/business solutions company to facilitate business growth.

Employment Grant for an Architectural Glass Manufacturer to facilitate business growth.

Management Development Programmes for software developer to grow his knowledge skills to strengthen his company.
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